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ovate, acuminate; sepals of the male flower united 
to the middle. 

’ The holotype of this species Ramamurthy 20937 A 
and the isotypes Ramamurthy B-E were col¬ 

lected on 1 ?-8-i964<'in Melamadam forest, Tirupa- 
thur taluk, Ramnad District, Madras State and the 
paratypes Ramamurthy 25824 A-E were collected in 
the same locality on 15-9-1965. The holotype and 
the paratype Ramamurthy 25824 A have been depo¬ 
sited in the Central National Herbarium, Calcutta 
(CAL); the isotypes and other paratypes have been 
deposited in the Regional Herbarium, Botanical 
Survey of India, Coimbatore (MH). 

Shrubs erect, low branching, glabrous, ± 1.5 m 
high; shoots villous-pubescent, heaves simple, al¬ 
ternate, peltate; petioles usually glabrous or pube- 
rulous, ±22.cm long; lamina palmate, 3-5 lobed, 
± 15 cm diam.; lobes broadly ovate, acuminate 
with entire margins; nerves 5-7 from the base, pro¬ 
minent, venation palmately reticulate. Flowers in 
terminal trichotomous cymes, central flowers of 
cymes usually female; bracts linear-lanceolate, 
puberulous without, ± 12 mm long. Male flowers. 
Calyx 5 lobed, united to the middle, ± 4 mm long; 
lobes broadly ovate, puberulous without; corolla 5 
lobed, spathulate. contorted, cohering to tne miuuic,\ 
yellow, glabrous without, cohering portion villous 
within, ± 7 mm long; disc of 5 distinct glands 


around the base of the staminal column, subsessile; 
glands ovate, pointed at the tips; stamens 8, mona- 
delphous, slender filaments, 5 exterior short and 3 
interior long; anthers linear-oblong, dorsifixed, 
dehiscing longitudinally. Female flowers: Calyx 
5 lobed, united near the base, lanceolate, puberu¬ 
lous without, ± 4 mm long ; corolla 5 lobed, salver¬ 
shaped, contorted, cohering to the middle, glabrous 
without, villous within, ± 8 111m long; disc as in 
male flowers; ovary ellipsoidal, pubescent, 3-celled 5 
ovules one in each cell, pendulous ; styles 3, united 
below, puberulous, each bifurcating into two stig¬ 
mata. Capsules oblong-globose or subglobose, 
brownish, puberulous, rough, ± 18 mm x 15 mm ; 
seeds oblong, crustulinus, shining, caruncle promi¬ 
nent, i 10 mm long (Figs. 1-11). 
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A NOTE ON ELATOSTEMA CUNEATUM WT. (URTTCACEAE) 


During floristic studies of Tollygunge in 24 Par- 
ganas district, West Bengal, Elatostema cmeatum 
Wt. was collected. In India the species has been 
reported from Western Ghats, Rampa district in 
Eastern Ghats, Sikkim Himalayas and recently from 
West Bengal. 

Hitherto the male flowers of E.' cutieatum were 
not described; it was noticed that the male flowers 
are few in number compared to the female and 
restricted only to the topmost or the next lower 
receptacles. Evidently, it has escaped the attention 
of the earlier workers. A detailed description of 
the taxon is given below.' 

Elatostema coneatnm (“cuniata”) Wt. Icon. 6: 35, 
t. 2091, f. 3, 1853 ; Hook. f. FI. Brit. India 5: 5 * 8 * 
1888; Cooke, FI. Pres. Bombay 3: * 34 * *95^ 
(repr. ed.); Gamb’e, FI. Pres. Madras 3: -963, 
*957 (repr. ed.); Santapau in Recrbot: Sury. India 


16(1): 226, i960 (ed. 2); Chatterjee in Sci. & Cult 

26(5): 232, i960. 

Erect annual herbs, monoecious, up to 12 cm tall 
(20 cm as recorded in floras); stems simple, faintly 
angular, minutely hairy along the angles; hairs up- 
curved. Leaves membranous, subsessile, mostly al 
ternate and aggregated towards the top; upper 
leaves up to 3.8 x 1.8 cm, oblique, hatchet-shaped, 
crenate above the middle, sparsely setose, and 
marked with numerous scattered cystoliths above, 
hairy on the veins below, obtuse at apex; cuneate 
at base ; lower leaves smaller than the upper, nearly 
entire, with a pair of minute opposite suborbic'ular 
leaves at the lowest node; stipules minute, ovate. 
Flowers minute, regular, subsessi’e, capitate, arrang¬ 
ed on axillary involucrate receptacles; bracts of in¬ 
volucre variable, broadly ovate to oblanceate, mostly 
cucullate and prominently kee’ed dorsally; outer 
bracts larger,, confluent into -a disc: bractqoles many. 





SHORT COMMUNICATIONS: BULL. box. SuRv. INDIA VOL, 9(1-4), 1967 




mixed with flowers, linear-oblong to spathulate, 
sparsely ciliate dorsally at the tip. Male flowers 
few, restricted to the topmost or the next lower 
receptacles, intermingled with female flowers; peri¬ 
anth lobes 4, broadly ovate to suborbicular, obtuse; 
stamens 4, opposite to the perianth lobes ; filaments 
distinct, inflexed in bud; anthers a-celled, dehiscing 
longitudinally. Female flowers numerous; peri¬ 
anth lobes 3, minute, shorter than ovary, broadly 
oblong, obtuse. Acher.es ellipsoid, ribbed, yellowish. 

Specimens examined: Royal Calcutta Golf Club, 
Tollygunge; 24 Aug. 1965, Mitra 281. (CAL); 20 
Aug. 1966, Mitra 618 (CAL). 

Field notes : The plant was luxuriantly growing 


RHYNCHOGLOSSUM LAZUUNUM—A 

SuyuCuGglosssm iazulinum A. S. Rao and Joseph 

sp. now 

Herba foetida densa ca 6 dm alta. Caulis cylin- 
dricus, levis. Folia alterna et opposita, inferiora 
longe petiolata, superiora fere sessilia, late obliquo- 
elliptica, 9-2.4 x3.5-10 cm membranacea, ad api- 
cem acuta vel acuminata, valde inaequalia, rotunda, 
subcordata vel decurrentia ad basin, integra ad 
margines, nervis lateralibus 12-15 paulum arenatis 
distinctis 5-10 mm inter se distantibus. Inflates- 
centia racemosa, terminalis, glabra, paulum undu- 
lata, 14.5-25.5 cm longa, pauci-vel pluri-flora; brac- 
tea et bracteolae subulatae, ca 4 mm longae, pedi- 
cellis validis ad 1 cm longis. Calyx infundibulifor- 
mis, ca 4 cm longus, distincte porcatus, viridis : 
laciniae ca 11 mm longae, multo minores calycis 
tubo, ovatae, acuminatae, callosae ad apicem; 
corolla bilabiate, nitenter caerulea vel violacea, 
tubo glabro, ca 6 cm longo, ca 5 mm diam., aliquan- 
tum dilatato, puberulento et eminenter curvato ad 
faucem; labium inferius 2.5x5 cm 3-lobum, lobis 
Inaequalibus, suborbicularibus; labium superius 
2.5x3 cm bilobum, lobis aequalibus, ovatis, lobis 
omnibus obscure crenulatis; stamina didynamia, 
inaequalia, antheris confluentibus planis, ca 1 cm 
lads; disco cupulato, 1 mm alto. Ovarium ovoi- 
deum, ca 1 cm altum, stylo valido, ca 2.5 cm longo, 
stigmate obtuse bilobo ca 3 x 2 mm, superficie 
interna velutina. Fructus capsularis calyce persis- 
tente paulum accrescente inciusus. Semina plura, 
ovoidea, minuta (0.5 xo.25 mm); testa brunnea» 
reticulata (Figs. 1-6). 

Typus Joseph 39716A lectus 30 km ex Bhalluk- 


on an old wall during latter part of monsoon. In 
the following year the plants reappeared on the 
same spot. A search for the plant in the adjoining 
regions proved futile. 

Wight, loc . cit. describes the cystcjith bearing 
leaves, erroneously as “pilose”, 
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NEW SPECIES OF GESNERIACEAE 

pong and altit. 1250 m in dist, Kameng, NJLF.A, 
die 10 septembris anni 1964 et positus in CAL, 
Isotypi Joseph 39716 B-F positi in herbario Assa- 
miae. Paratypi N . L . Bor 18179 lectus in Aka Hills 
anno 1936, G. K. Deka s.n. (B.S.I. Accsn. No. 
29477) lectus ad Balipara F, T. 13.11.1951, A . R. K. 
Sastry 40738 lectus in Subansiri dist., N.E.F.A,, 
19. n. 1964. 

Rbynchoglossum lazulinsm A, S. Rao and Joseph 

sp. nov. 

Succulent malodorous dense herbs about 6 dm 
high. Stem cylindrical, smooth. Leaves alternate 
as well as opposite, long petioled at lower nodes to 
sessile near the peduncle; lamina obliquely broadly 
elliptic, 9-2.4x3.5-10 cm membranous, acute to 
acuminate at apex, strikingly unequal, rounded, 
sub-cordate or decurrent at base, entire margin, 
with 12-30 slightly arching distinct lateral nerves 
5-10 mm apart. Inflorescence a terminal raceme, 
glabrous, slightly undulate,, 14.5-25.5 cm long, few 
to several-flowered ; bract and bracteole subulate 
about 4 mm long; pedicel stout upto 1 cm long; 
calyx infundibuliform, about 4 cm long, conspi¬ 
cuously ridged, green; calyx lobes about 1 r mm 
long, much smaller than the calyx tube, ovate, 
acuminate, callose at tip; corolla bilabiate, bright 
blue to violet; corolla tube glabrous, about 6 cm 
long, about 5 mm diam., a little dilated puberu- 
lent and prominently bent at the throat; lower lip 
about 2,5 x 5 cm 3-lobed, the lobes , unequal, sub- 
orbicular; upper lip about 2.5x3 cm, 2-lobed, the 
lobes equal, ovate, all lobes obscurely ctenulate j 







